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When twins Mason and Mia were little, they pooped a lot. There
were all sorts of poops: “small poops and big poops, messy
poops and tidy poops.” Now that they’re older, they’re ready for
another kind of poop—in the potty. At first, they don’t know what
the potty is for. Is it for naps? Books? Drumming? They soon
figure it out when they feel a poop coming. After sitting down and
waiting a little while, they whisper to each other, “Poop or get off
the potty.” But there’s no need to get off the potty because they
both successfully poop, remember to wipe, and wash their hands.
They happily exclaim, “I am a big kid now,” and congratulate each
other with a high five.
Because toilet training is a difficult journey for both children
and their parents, there’s a great need for clear, entertaining,
and educational books like this one. From the very beginning,
it sets up a humorous and matter-of-fact tone when it comes to
defecation, and the list of different types of bowel movements
will have readers both laughing and nodding their heads in
agreement. Mia and Mason’s back-and-forth dialogue about the
potty’s purpose is a fun way to teach children what the potty is for.
Then, the author effectively hits on all the major steps of going
to the bathroom—feeling it coming, sitting and waiting, pushing,
wiping, and washing your hands. Finally, the exclamation of “I
am a big kid now!” is further motivation for toddlers to hit this
important developmental milestone. As for illustrations, they are
bright and colorful, charming, and surprisingly not graphic despite
the topic. However, one shortcoming of the book is that the text is
often stated twice (once from Mia and once from Mason), which
makes sense with the story but may slightly irk readers because
of the repetition. But overall, this cute and funny toilet training
book does an excellent job at instructing children about the potty
and motivating them to use it, and it brings humor to a usually
taboo topic that is an undeniable part of life.
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